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possible husbands for her. He was always conscious
of his ancestors' reputation for cleverness, and he did
not want posterity to say of him that he lacked the
Habsburgs' shrewdness in making wise marriages.

At one time he thought of marrying his daughter to
one of two German Princes: Prince Charles Albrecht of
Bavaria, her cousin, and Frederick of Prussia. The fact
that he contemplated these unions indicated more force-
fully than words could have done that Charles had
learned to appreciate the importance and the urgent
necessity of consolidating the power of the Habsburgs
within Germany. Formerly, when the domination of
his Family had been unquestioned in Central Europe,
the Habsburgs had married off their children to princes
from ruling houses outside Germany, thus adding new
territories to their Empire.

Seckendorf, the Austrian Ambassador in Berlin, was
enthusiastic about a marriage between Charles's eldest
daughter and Crown Prince Frederick. If Charles and
Frederick William of Prussia had agreed, if it had been
possible for Maria Theresa to renounce Catholicism and
become a Lutheran, if Frederick had been psychologic-
ally able to live a normal married life and had married
Maria Theresa, the entire course of European history
would have been different during the last two hundred
years. Such a marriage, in fact, presents one of the
most fascinating " ifs " of modern history, for without
the bitter rivalry between Prussia and Austria the
problems presented by Central Europe to-day would
not exist. And if Maria Theresa and Frederick had
been married, Frederick the Great's character would
certainly have been influenced by Maria Theresa. For
even as a young girl she was not the sort of woman to
submit meekly to being relegated to the lonely palace^